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C O V E R  P H O T O  B Y  A M Y  Z H A N G  ( R S E A  A M  ’ 1 9 )
Kitano Tenmangū shrine (北野天満宮), Japan. Located in Kyoto’s 
northwestern quarter, the shrine was first built in 947 to appease 
the angry spirit of scholar, poet and bureaucrat Sugawara no 
Michizane, who had been exiled. Kitano Tenmangū is popular 
with students who come to pray for academic success.
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ESTHER HYUN (AM ’16) is a Program Officer of Strategy Integration and 
Execution on the Postsecondary Success team at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  Her role 
focuses on integrating, operationalizing, and managing complex strategic priorities in order to 
improve outcomes for low-income students and students of color. She currently leads program 
development that aims to improve the design and scaled delivery of student-centered services to 
higher-education institutions. As a former management consultant at McKinsey & Company, 
Hyun gained experience across a range of industries including high tech, retail, energy, and 
banking. Prior to McKinsey, she was a 7th grade English Teacher in Richmond, California, and 
an alumna of Teach for America. In addition to her A.M. from Harvard University, Esther holds 
a B.A. in Literature from Yale University. 

JOHN KAMM (AM ’75) is an American businessman and human rights campaigner 
active in China since 1972. Kamm received a B.A. (1972) from Princeton University and an 
A.M. (1975) from Harvard University.  He was the Hong Kong correspondent and representative 
of the National Council for US-China Trade (1975-1981) and President of the American 
Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong in 1990. He managed Occidental Chemical Company’s 
business in China and the Far East from 1981 to 1991. Currently Kamm is chairman of The 
Dui Hua Foundation, a nonprofit organization based in San Francisco and Hong Kong that 
works through direct dialogue to encourage transparency, accountability, and the humanitarian 
treatment of at-risk detainees in China. Since he founded the organization in 1999, Kamm 
and Dui Hua have submitted requests for information on more than 6,000 prisoners and 
have helped hundreds gain early release and better treatment. In recognition of his innovative 
approach to rights advocacy, Kamm was awarded the Department of Commerce’s Best Global 
Practices Award by President Bill Clinton in 1997, the Eleanor Roosevelt Award for Human 
Rights by President George W. Bush in 2001, and a MacArthur Fellowship in September 2004. 

MICHAEL KIM (AM ’92, PHD ’04) is Professor of Korean History at Yonsei’s 
Graduate School of International Studies. He has served as the Associate Vice-President for 
International Affairs and Associate Dean of Underwood International College at Yonsei 
University. He received an A.B. in History from Dartmouth College and his Ph.D. in Korean 
history from Harvard University’s East Asian Languages and Civilizations Department. 
His specialty is colonial Korean history, particularly in print culture, migration, wartime 
mobilization and everyday life. He is currently working on two monographs on the publishing 
industry in colonial Korea and Korean migration to Manchuria. His recent publications include: 
“The Han’gǔl Crisis and Language Standardization: Clashing Orthographic Identities and the 
Politics of Cultural Construction,” Journal of Korean Studies, Vol. 22 no.1 (Spring 2017), and 
he is also the co-editor of Mass Dictatorship and Modernity (Palgrave 2013). Prof. Kim is based 
at Harvard this fall as Associate in Research at the Korea Institute. 

GREER MEISELS (AM ’12) is the Chief of Staff to the President and CEO at 
the Institute of International Finance (IIF), the global association of the financial industry. 
Prior to joining IIF, Ms. Meisels held several positions in the International Affairs division of 
the U.S. Department of the Treasury, including as Senior Advisor to the Under Secretary of 
International Affairs.  At Treasury she focused on the U.S.-China economic relationship as well 
as on investment security issues on the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States. 
For her work at Treasury, she received the Meritorious Service Award from then Secretary Jacob 
J. Lew. Earlier in her career, Ms. Meisels worked at several think tanks in Washington, DC and 
New York and was a visiting lecturer at the China Foreign Affairs University in Beijing. She 
received her A.M. from Harvard University and her B.A. from Hunter College, City University 
of New York. 

AKIKO WALLEY (AM ’04, PHD ’09) is the Maude I. Kerns Associate 
Professor of Japanese Art, Department of the History of Art and Architecture at the University 
of Oregon. She received her A.M. in RSEA in 2004 and Ph.D. in Art History in 2009 (both 
from Harvard University). Walley specializes in Buddhist art, but she has published and 
presented on diverse aspects of Japanese art. Her publications include Constructing the Dharma 
King: The Hōryūji Shaka Triad and the Birth of the Prince Shōtoku Cult, Japanese Visual Culture 
Series, vol. 15 (Brill, 2015) and articles in Ars Orientalis, Archives of Asian Art, Harvard Journal 
of Asiatic Studies, Artibus Asiae, and International Journal of Comic Art.

DON WYATT (AM ’78, PHD ‘84) is the John M. McCardell, Jr. Distinguished 
Professor of history at Middlebury College. Having joined the faculty in 1986, he teaches both 
Chinese history and philosophy. His ongoing research includes the histories of traditional 
intellectualism, violence, and slavery. His recent scholarship includes the chapter essay 
“The Image of the Black in Chinese Art” in The Image of the Black in African and Asian 
Art (Belknap/Harvard University Press and Hutchins Center for African and African 
American Research, 2017). Forthcoming contributions will appear in the  Dao 
Companion to Zhu Xi’s Philosophy, the medieval volumes of the Cambridge World 
History of Violence  and the Cambridge World History of Slavery, and the 
Bloomsbury Academic volume A Cultural History of Slavery and Human 
Trafficking in the Pre-Modern Era (500-1450). His projects-in-
progress include a book-length study of the history of 
foreign slaves in imperial China.

PROGRAM

5:00 PM
WELCOME by RSEA Chair Prof. James Robson

  OPENING REMARKS by GSAS Dean Emma Dench
  PANEL PRESENTATIONS 
  Tsai Auditorium

6:00 PM 
REFRESHMENTS  

Concourse

6:15 PM       
BREAKOUT CONVERSATIONS FOR ACADEMIC 

  CAREERS AND NON-ACADEMIC CAREERS 
  Rooms TBA

7:00 PM
DINNER   

S030 & Concourse


